SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 7 NOVEMBER 
2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by ..............5 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin can be down- 
loaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/. To join the MailChimp 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

ZSI8MOTH ACTIVE FROM 11 TO 14 NOVEMBER 
THE IARU HF BAND PLAN REVIEW 

and 


THE SARL VHF/UHF ANALOGUE CONTEST ON 13% AND 14*® NOVEM- 
BER 


Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We begin the bulletin with news of four silent keys. 


It is with sadness that we announce that the keys of Gert Coetzee, ZS6GAS, 
Hennie le Roux, ZS6LR, Ted Hart, ZS6TED and Neville McCash, ZS6MCC 


have gone silent. 


Gert passed away on Wednesday 3 November 2021 after a long sick bed. He 
was one of the co-founders of the now defunct Rietkol Amateur Radio Club and 
was very active on HF. We extend our sincere condolences to his mother, his 
two sons, family and friends. 


Hennie passed away on Thursday 4 November 2021 at his parents’ home after 
a long stay in the hospital. He was blind and his father and brother assisted 
him to operate his radios. He was active with the Porky Club and also on the 
Vaal Triangle and Sasolburg repeaters. We extend our sincere condolences to 
his mother Meinie, father Hennie, ZS6HLR, brother Jaco, ZS6PX, family and 
friends. 


Ted passed away on Friday 5 November 2021. He was President of the Antique 
Wireless Association from 2014 to 2015 and has been an active member and 
active amateur over the years. We extend our sincere condolences to his wife 
Pat, family and friends. 


Neville passed away on Friday 5 November 2021. Neville and Elmarie, ZS6EM, 
who obtained her licence after the October RAE, were involved at the VTB and 


Sasolburg Radio clubs. We extend our sincere condolences to his wife Elmarie, 
family and friends. 


PAUSE 
You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
ZS18MOTH ACTIVE FROM 11‘ TO 14t* NOVEMBER 


Armistice Day is held on 11 November each year and a Remembrance Day 
parade or ceremony is usually held on the Sunday closest to 11 November. 
This year it will be held on 14 November 2021. A special call sign, ZS18MOTH, 
has been obtained to commemorate the signing of the Armistice 103 years ago 
at approximately 05:00 on Monday 11 November 1918. At 11 o’clock on this 
Monday 11 November 1918, the roar of guns ceased as peace and silence finally 
descended on the western front, ending the First World War. 


ZS18MOTH will be active from 06:00 UTC on Thursday 11 November until 
16:00 UTC on Sunday 14 November on 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 metres. On 
Sunday 14 November between 08:00 and 12:00 UTC, ZSI8MOTH will be active 
from the Cenotaph in Mossel Bay in support of the MOTHs from the Blaize- 
away Shell Hole. QSOs will be confirmed via a specially designed and printed 
Remembrance Day QSL card. 


THE IARU HF BAND PLAN REVIEW 


Over the past 18 months, a proposal for an IARU HF Digital Mode reorganiza- 
tion has been undertaken by representatives of all three IARU Regions. IARU 
Region 1 reports the objectives were to review the data modes usage of the 
Amateur Radio HF spectrum and propose changes that reduce inter-mode con- 
flict between dissimilar operating modes and facilitate the expansion of new 
technologies. 


The IARU first updated the band planning process used, then revised the band 
plans of all three IARU Regions, focusing on the data sub-bands and taking 
into consideration the popularity and capacity requirements and existing band 
users and inter-mode compatibility assessments. The team also took the oppor- 
tunity to harmonize the band plans of all three IARU Regions to the greatest 
extent possible of course. The proposal is now being discussed in the relevant 
committees. 


The changes proposed include a significant expansion of the data mode segments. 
On certain band allocations, the CW and phone segments will give up space for 
the digital segment. The proposed HF Band Plan can be found on pages 10 to 20 
of the October 2021 Radio ZS. It is also available on the IARU Region 1 website 
at www.iaru-rl.org. Get hold of a copy and see what changes are proposed. 
Share the information with your Club members and fellow radio amateurs. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


CLUB NEWS 


The Kimberley ARC will be running a Field Day event from 09:00 to 17:00 
CAT on Saturday 13 November 2021. ZS3KBY will be active on 40 and 80 
metres, and everyone is invited to make a contact with the Club. Contact Theo, 
ZS3TBS on mobile 076 391 6898 for more information. 


The Sandton ARC is holding a Radio Fox Hunt event from 09:00 CAT on 
Saturday 13 November at Delta Park in Blairgowrie. If you are interested in 
trying your hand at Fox Hunting, testing your skills and equipment, or just 
having fun in a large park with fellow amateurs, then this one is for you! There 
will be a hidden Radio Fox operating on the VHF band in Delta Park and it 
will be your quest to find it. The event is open to all who are interested, so get 
your equipment ready and join in the fun. Meet at 09:00 at the Craighall Road 
Parking area at Delta Park in Craighall Road, Blairgowrie, Randburg. 


The Overberg ARC will be holding their end-of-the-year function on Saturday 
13 November at Lochinvar, the home of John, ZS1DI and Judy, ZSIJEG. This 
will be in the form of a bring-and-braai, and fires will be provided. A mini flea 
market will be held, and visitors are welcome and bring their unwanted items. 


CONTEST NEWS 


The second leg of the SARL VHF/UHF Analogue contest will run from 05:00 to 
11:00 UTC (07:00 to 13:00 CAT) on Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 November. On 
each day the six hours of contest are divided into two-hour slots for 6 metres, 
2 metres and 70 cm. All QSOs must be two-way point-to-point, and stations 
must exchange signal reports as well as their full six-digit Maidenhead locator. 
The VHF/UHF log sheet is available on the Contest page of the League web 
site. Your log sheets must be submitted by 23:59 CAT on Sunday 21 November 
2021 by e-mail to sarlvhfuhfcontest@gmail.com on behalf of the 46 VHF/UHF 
Group. 


The sixth leg of the SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Sprint takes place on Wednes- 
day 17 November 2021. 


Twenty-nine logs were received for the 5*® leg of the SARL 40 m Grid Square 
Sprint held on 23 October 2021. An e-mail was received but no log was attached, 
so it could have been thirty logs! It was noticed in some logs that down in 
the windy and friendly city, the Club name has been changed from the Port 
Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society or PEARS to the Port Elizabeth Amateur 
Radio Society Amateur Radio Club, or PEARS ARC! 


1st the West Rand ARC — 955 points 

24 the Northern Cape ARC — 402 points 
3' the Bo-Karoo ARC — 271 points 
Individual scores 


18t Gerhard, ZS3TG - 135 


2d Chris, ZS6CPA - 133 

3° Kobus, ZS6BOS - 126 

The full results are available in HF Happenings 970. 
PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low to moderate levels. There are currently a few active sunspot regions visible 
and there is a possibility of C or M-class flaring. If you want to do your own 
frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will 
be around 11. The 15 to 30 m bands may, especially during the late afternoons, 
provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za 
for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 

8 November — the West Rand ARC meeting 
11 November — Armistice Day 

11 to 14 November — ZS18MOTH on the air 


13 November — the ZS3KBY Field Day; the Sandton ARC Fox Hunt and the 
Overberg ARC function 


13 and 14 November — the SARL VHF/UHF Analogue Contest and the WAE 
RTTY contest 


14 November — Remembrance Sunday 

14 to 20 November — the South African CW Mega QRS week 
17 November — the SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Sprint 

17 and 18 November — the Leonids Meteor Shower. 


20 November — the SARL Newbie contest and the Magalies and Highway ARC 
meetings 


27 November — the CTARC meeting and the West Rand Flea Market 
27 and 29 November - the CQ WW DX CW Contest 


To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


A special call sign, ZS18MOTH, has been obtained to commemorate the signing 
of the Armistice 103 years ago at approximately 05:00 on Monday 11 November 
1918. The call sign will be active from 06:00 UTC on Thursday 11 November 
until 16:00 UTC on Sunday 14** November on 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 metres. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 


following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin written by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, proofread 
by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by .............. 


From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


